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	 As primarily a rural community, 
the need to be outside and work in our 
fields and yards and roadside ditches is 
very important. Unfortunately, summer 
projects often bring on a rash of dam-
ages to the service lines buried in the 
ground and above ground utilities such 
as telephone and cable pedestals and 
vaults.  
 	 Transparent to our customers, but 
vital to the provisioning and mainte-
nance of efficient service, is our com-
pany’s communication network. Our 
communication network consists of 
buried service wires, copper cables, 
coaxial cables and fiber optic cables. 
These cables are placed in a variety of 
methods such as aerial, buried, and con-
duit structures. Other facilities include 
pedestals, boxes, and poles.
	 Despite the growing emphasis on 
preventing damage to buried and above 
ground utilities, hits of these utilities 
continue. And, the cost of damage to 
our communication network is far more 
than financial. Accidental utility strikes 
disrupt essential services, require time-
consuming repairs, and can cause seri-
ous injuries. It can affect our livelihood 
and our lives. These communication 
lines are often our only link to emer-
gency services and medical care.
	 “With the demands for more band-
width, combined with increased com-
petition and regulatory changes, there 
has been an explosion of fiber optic 
cable deployment,” says Gary Petersen, 
FMCTC Plant Manager. “FMCTC 
spends thousands of dollars installing, 
maintaining, and upgrading buried util-
ity service lines. It’s ironic that all this 
technology can be immobilized by a 
$50 shovel, or a ditch mower.”
	 FMCTC reminds our customers to 
place that phone call to Iowa One Call 
prior to breaking ground on any project. 
“People often think they know where 
the underground utility line is located 
and they won’t make that important 
phone call to Iowa One Call,” says Pe-
tersen. “With all of the upgrades to our 
communication network, miles of new 
fiber optic cable are being buried. Most 
of this new cable is not located where 
the original cable is located. Often the 
new cable is buried just across the road, 
in the roadside ditch.”

DITCHES
	 Pedestal boxes are also often set in 

	 FMCTC cable tv customers will have 
more ways to watch the Iowa Hawkeyes 
and other Big Ten teams during the col-
lege football season. FMCTV will add 
two “overflow” channels for the Big 
Ten Network beginning this month.  
	 Many times on football Saturdays, 
the Big Ten Network produces multiple 
games that air at the same time. The Big 
Ten Network designates one game as 
its national game, and offers the other 
games as “overflow.” The decision 
whether or not to air Big Ten Network 
“overflow” games is made by the cable 
operator.  

	 On September 4, FMCTV will carry 
the Big Ten Network primary game on 
Channel 17. At the same time, fans can 
watch additional “overflow” games on 
Channel 56 and Channel 57 for no addi-
tional cost. (744-3629) 
	 Overflow channels will only be 
available during the football season.  
	 Viewers can tune to FMCTV Chan-
nel 48 or log on to www.fmctc.com for 
our Big Ten Network overflow schedule 
and channel assignments.  
	 We’re giving our Big Ten football 
fans more of the programming they 
like.

	 FMCTV offers our cable tv customers three 
opportunities to catch those movies they missed in 
the theater. HBO. SHOWTIME. CINEMAX. We 
are often asked, “What’s the difference between 
these three movie channels?

HBO 
	 HBO first aired in 1972. This is the oldest 
and largest of the premium movie services in the 
United States. The HBO lineup has movies, origi-
nal series, documentaries, sports, and comedy.

MOVIES
	 HBO guarantees to premier a new movie to TV 
every weekend. This may be a new release movie, 
or an older classic. Either way, it is guaranteed to 
be the first time on TV. It now offers many film 
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What’s the difference?
HBO, SHOWTIME, CINEMAX

titles that are made exclusively for HBO.  
	 Movies scheduled to air in September are: Couples Retreat, Comedy, Rated 
PG13; The Time Travelers Wife, Drama, Rated PG13; A Perfect Getaway, Thriller, 
Rated R.

ORIGINAL & MINI SERIES
	 HBO original series in 2010 include the second seasons of Hung, Life and Times 
of Tim and Eastbound & Down, the third seasons of True Blood and In Treatment, 
the fourth season of Big Love, the seventh season of Entourage and the eighth sea-
son of Real Time with Bill Maher. The series tend to be more risqué than what you 
will find on regular network television broadcasting. This is the due to the artistic 
freedom that is allowed to the cable production companies.
	 In 2010, HBO presented the 10-part miniseries The Pacific, which tracked the 
intertwined odysseys of three U.S. Marines across the Pacific Theater during World 
War II. The Pacific was executive produced by Tom Hanks, Steven Spielberg and 
Gary Goetzman. The Pacific led all Emmy Award nominations this year with 24 
nominations. Other Emmy Award winning mini-series appearing on HBO in past 
years include Band of Brothers and John Adams.

SPORTS
	 HBO has become one of the leaders in sports broadcasting. They have champi-
onship boxing and motor sports. They also offer in depth coverage of many other 
sports. Often the high profile boxing matches that premier on pay-per view will be 
offered on HBO the following week. This is a much cheaper alternative to spend-
ing $20+ on a pay-per view fight. 
	 Since launching with the Baltimore Ravens in 2001, HBO’s weekly sports show, 
Hard Knocks has made its way around the NFL. This year, Hard Knocks: Training 
Camp with the New York Jets airs every Wednesday.

DOCUMENTARY FILMS
	 HBO offers a wide range of documentary films as well. These include many top-
ics from the Iraq war to drug addiction. (747-6111)

CINEMAX
	 Cinemax is the sister company to HBO. It is designed to complement the 
programming already offered on HBO. Cinemax offers a never seen before on 
Cinemax movie every weekend. The movies usually premier on HBO and run for a 
month, then will play on Cinemax the following months.  
	 Cinemax also shows adult programming in the evenings, earning itself the nick-
name ‘skinemax.’ If you have children in the home, be sure to set up your parental 
controls.

SHOWTIME
	 Showtime has the same outlook as HBO. It plays movies, original series, and 
sports.

MOVIES
	 Every weekend Showtime will air a theatrical premier. This is a movie that 
earned at least $20 million in box office sales. It also features a new movie never 
before seen on television. Showtime guarantees no same day duplication on all of 
its movies.
	 Movies scheduled to appear in September 2010 are: Twilight, Drama, Rated PG 
13; Inglorious Basterds, Drama, Rated R; The Hurt Locker, Drama, Rated R, Acad-
emy Award for Best Picture.

ORIGINAL SERIES
	 Showtime has many award winning original series like Weeds, Dexter, Nurse 
Jackie, Brotherhood, The Tudors, and new this Fall, The Big C. The original series 
tend to have adult content. Many of them deal with issues of sexuality and drugs. 
The shows are very unique and are acclaimed for their writing style.

SPORTS
	 Showtime also airs boxing, ultimate fighting matches, and martial arts. Inside 
NASCAR airs every week and shows highlights and analysis of this spectator sport. 
Inside the NFL airs every week and analyzes every team, every game, every week. 
Inside the NFL begins its second season on SHOWTIME after winning the Sports 
Emmy award for Outstanding Weekly Studio Show after just its first year.

Avoid Problems
Call 811 Before You 

Break Ground
Whether you’re…
●	 digging a foundation for a build-

ing;
●	 constructing a retaining wall;
●	 scraping topsoil;
●	 changing the grade of a yard or 

driveway;
●	 installing drainage pipes;
●	 planting trees or pulling out 

stumps;
●	 installing curbing;
●	 digging post holes for fences or a 

deck;
●	 constructing an in-ground swim-

ming pool; or
●	 disturbing the earth with any kind 

of digging tool,
call 811 at least two days before your 
start date so local utilities can be noti-
fied to mark the locations of under-
ground facilities. You may call seven 
days a week, 24 hours a day. There is 
no charge for this service.
Perform A Careful Visual 

Inspection of a
Mowing or Burn Site

Preventing damage to our
company’s communication network

roadside ditches. “We encourage our 
customers to physically identify the 
presence of other utilities in ditches,” 
says Petersen. “Watch for service 
lines and above ground utilities like 
boxes, pedestals, vaults, and meters 
when mowing or burning weeds and 
grasses in the ditches,” states Petersen. 
“Overgrown vegetation can obscure 
pedestals and boxes, making it difficult 
for mower operators to recognize and 
avoid them. A careful visual inspection 
of a digging, mowing, or burn site is an 
important step in avoiding problems. 
Damage to these facilities can also lead 
to poor service or outages for our cus-
tomers and their neighbors.” (672-4241)
	 All of us depend on uninterrupted 
service. By following the right proce-
dures, we can ensure that communica-
tion services are maintained and we can 
all safely continue our daily routines 
and work without interruption or costly 
delays.

Big Ten Network overflow 
games on FMCTV


